
 



County Commissioner’s Report 2025 

We’re excited to share what has been a truly fantastic year for Girlguiding North 
Yorkshire North East. Our county continues to thrive, with over 1,650 young 
members and 430 volunteers across 130 units. That strength is down to all of you 
— and every single one of you plays a part in keeping Guiding strong and full of 
opportunity. 

Throughout 2025, we had the privilege of visiting Division annual reviews, unit 
meetings, and regional events. Everywhere we went, we saw the same thing: 
Guiding in NYNE is buzzing with energy. We presented awards, welcomed new 
volunteers, and even had the joy of pinning promise badges on our young 
members. If anyone ever wonders whether Guiding is alive and well in our county, 
the answer is a resounding yes. 

In March, Whitby hosted our first Leaders’ Day of the year, sessions included 
Guiding traditions, SEND and adjustment plans, unit accounts, and going away 
with training. October brought another Leaders’ Day in Pickering, sessions 
included 1st Response, safer guiding, risky business, accounts, and inclusion, both 
days were well attended. 

In May, we visited Ryedale Division at Link Camp, where it was inspiring to see 
Guiding and Scouting working together so naturally. 

June was all about Rainbows — and what a day it was! Monk Park Farm hosted 
one of the Region’s Rainbow Animal Adventures, and we were delighted to attend 
on behalf of the Region Chief team. The Rainbows were unstoppable: exploring, 
singing, eating ice cream, and showing the world that our youngest members are 
small but mighty. 

Four leaders from NYNE also took on the Pennine Way Challenge, walking from Tan 
Hill to Thwaites in relentless rain. In true Guiding spirit, they simply got on with it 
and loved every minute. 

July was a standout month. Over 100 Guides and Rangers came together for a 
Railway 200 celebration camp — a weekend packed with themed activities, a 
steam train ride to Goathland, a scenic walk, a silent disco, visits from Network Rail 
and the British Transport Police, and nature-friendly projects. It was a wonderful 
blend of adventure, learning, and friendship. Later that month, Stacey, Jess, Emily 
and Kirsty represented the county at the Lord-Lieutenant and Archbishop of York’s 
garden party. 



Our traditional Waddow weekend became a Leaders’ Sleepover at The Hawkhills 
in Easingwold. Fifty volunteers joined us for 24 hours of training, planning, 
challenges, and plenty of food.  

Many of our units also took part in the region’s York Monopoly Challenge in 
September, where they took part in a city-wide game. 

We were also delighted to celebrate Lizzie Myers, Rainbow Leader and District 
Commissioner for Ryedale North, who won the Young Person Award at the 
Kirkbymoorside Town Council Awards. 

Guides and Brownies from Richmond and Catterick Garrison braved a cold 
November evening to cheer on Sara Cox as she completed her marathon 
challenge for BBC Children in Need. 

As winter approached, we reviewed the use of Barneybeck. Although it has been 
used very little this year, our volunteer survey showed that people do know about 
the site and want to be more involved. We are trying to encourage greater use of 
Barneybeck, and we already have county events planned to hopefully bring new 
energy to the site. 

Holme House, meanwhile, has had an exceptionally busy year — booked for all but 
two weeks of the season. Major upgrades were completed, including a new fire 
alarm system, rewiring, new sockets, and improved heating. £5,000 of this work 
was funded through DEFRA’s Nights Under the Stars grant, with the remainder 
coming from the county property fund. The next major project is replacing the 
windows and doors, at an estimated cost of £80,000. The first phase — the new 
doors — is already completed. Fundraising will be essential to cover the window 
upgrades.  Next year see the county celebrate 50 years of Holme House.  

We’ve refreshed our county website, adding a clear “who’s who” and contact 
details for advisers, along with a new resource area for volunteers to share ideas. 

As we look ahead, our focus is simple: to support our volunteers, strengthen our 
units, and make sure every girl in North Yorkshire North East has the chance to 
experience the fun, adventure, and friendship that Guiding offers.  

Thank you for everything you do — for your time, your energy, and your 
unwavering commitment. We can’t wait to see what the next twelve months bring. 

 

  



Girlguiding NYNE Awards 2025 
Leadership Development Programme 

• Jess Southwell 
• Lucy Moffat 
• Poppy Rudd 
• Catherine Ingram 
• El Bennett 
• Louse Catterall 
• Donna Firth 
•  

 
Commonwealth Award 

• Becca Simpson 
• Lexie Beeforth 
• Erin Dillan 
• Rose Robinson 
• Rebecca Holmes 
• Eleanor Holmes  

 

Thanks 
• Hannah Sawyer – Division Commissioner for Northallerton & 

Wensleydale 
• Lizzie Brown – GAW Verifier 
• Jillian Thorpe – Walking & DofE Adviser 

 

Going Away With Scheme 
• Claire Thornhill (Guide Residential) 
• Amie Chuck (Guide Residential) 
• Becca Simpson (Guide Residential) 
• Sandra Grainger (Brownie Programme) 
• Lizzie Myers (Brownie Residential) 

Catering Scheme 
• Jess Southwell 

 

 



5 Year Long Service Awards 
• Glynis Hutchinson 
• Lauren Chandler 
• Zoe Walker 
• Amy Harrison 

 

10 Year Long Service Awards 
• Carrie Dale 
• Amber Botham 
• Tracey Watson 
• Jackie Pettit 
• Jan Bumby 
• Melissa Storey 
• Neave Huntsman 

 

20 Year Long Service Awards 
• Emma Hutchinson 
• Amelia Forrest 

 
30 Year Long Service Award 

• Jillian Thorpe 
 

60 Year Long Service Award 
• Christine Ridsdale 

 



Whitby Division Report 

In 2025 we had a year of many exciting opportunities for our young members.  At 
the start of the year our units attended the Whitby pantomime which they all 
enjoyed greatly, although the ice cream halfway through is always a big hit as 
well.  In February our units celebrating Thinking Day, where we taught our 
youngest members what it means to be part of WAGGGs and our oldest 
members where WAGGGS can take them. 

Through the summer months all of our units made the most of the outdoors and 
fine weather we had.  It really hit home about how warm our weather had been 
when just a few weeks after 1st Whitby Guides had been on a walk with a North 
Yorkshire Moors Ranger, the area they explored was ablaze in a massive wildfire.  

This year was the first year that all of our Guide and Ranger units managed to get 
the surfing lessons with Whitby Surf School - who always provide the best nights 
in the water. Amazingly this year while 3rd Whitby Guides and Rangers were 
finishing their night in the surf, the local pod of dolphins swam past. 

Both of our Brownie units had a wonderful day out at Beamish museum. Especially 
when they took part in the parade through the town along with hundreds of other 
Brownies.   

1st Whitby Guides and 3rd Whitby Guides and Rangers attended the Railway 200 
camp that was held by County, it was enjoyed by all and our young members 
especially liked the silent disco night, where they could sing and dance to their 
favourite songs. 

3rd Whitby Brownies held a unit camp, where they had a great time handling 
exotic animals and birds of prey.  

After the summer we all started back at our unit meetings, continuing on with 
various bits of the program.  

1st Whitby Guides have had a brilliant year awarding 4 bronze and 2 silver 
program awards before Christmas.  

Without the continued support of all of the volunteers in the Division none of the 
exciting opportunities would be possible, so I would like to say a massive thank 
you to them all, to the ones that have been in Guiding years and to the ones that 
are the start of their journey. 

 

 



Ryedale Division Report 

As Ryedale Division Commissioner I’m now in my fourth year and thankful for all 
the support I have from my Division team, especially Helen Keane who is always 
at the end of the phone. 

2025 showed healthy Guiding numbers in Ryedale especially in the Rainbow, 
Brownie and Ranger sections. Another busy year all units have worked on various 
skill builders and umas. The Rangers have had a few joint meetings with explorers 
from Helmsley and Malton ranging from cookingcupcakes open fire cooking and 
playing rounders. The girls in the Division have enjoyed working on various 
challenges including the Railway one about Norway a bee challenge and also 
May day. They’ve had visits from alpacas’ exotic reptiles the police a Makaton 
instructor and our very own Peer educator Becca who has gained her silver award 
and heading for her Gold! Outdoor visits include library visit walks in the woods 
and gardens to the local church climbing up into the tower and giving bell ringing 
a go. They’ve taken part in a wool festival and visited the RNLI. Joint events include 
swimming, bouncy castles ice skating and Christmas parties 

This Year we managed to hold the Division Guide Company shield competition in 
the form of a town trail we had 4 units partaking and the victors were 2 nd 
Pickering Guides. 

The beginning of May saw Ryedale Link Camp with a summer holiday theme 
again the weather was kind and a great time was had by all. Thanks to Joyce for 
her hard work in providing this opportunity to all guides and scouts in Ryedale. 

June was a busy month with the Region trip to Monk Park farm for the rainbows 
with an early afternoon sing song led by myself, Susan Kirsty and Becca which 
was well received. Thankfully the rain held up till picking up time. It also saw a trip 
to Beamish with the Brownies 1500 members parading in uniform was a 
spectacular experience and one they’ll cherish in years to come. 

July was our Division camp, Torches and Tutus, following a fundraising bingo to 
assist with costs. We had an action packed few days with the Royal Navy and 
circus skills workshop, trip to Whitby, talent show, camp fire and very lively disco. 
We enjoyed wellie painting, festival tiara making and glasses decorating as well 
as tie dying t shirts. A special mention to Lizzie Myers for leading the catering team 
and Amie for organising crafts. The Rangers from North and South provided 
excellent service team support and enjoyed their stay indoors!!! 

September and many Ryedale units participated in the Region monopoly 
challenge in York. With community chest questions, 4-time limited challenges and 



uploading to the app at each venue was challenging and tiring. The girls enjoyed 
the mc flurry break in Macdonalds. 

South District organised a trip to watch Zootropolis 2 and kindly opened this to 
North District with an overwhelming response in fact resulted in a complete take 
over not a spare seat anywhere. 

In addition there have been many sleepovers and holidays either in halls and 
Holme House with various themes and thanks must go to those leaders putting in 
that extra effort to gain further life skills and friendships away from home. 

Unfortunately, the end of the year saw the closure of the Trefoil Guild 

January saw visits to pantomimes always a favourite especially now Leaders can 
pre order ice creams! February saw the revival of the Brownie six competition with 
5 units participating. A town trail luckily the weather stayed fine and the winners 
were 1 st Pickering Brownies. We also held our AGM in the form of afternoon tea 
organised by South District and presented long service awards. 

Finally, I would like to thank all the Guiders in Ryedale for their time and 
commitment they give to their units and guiding many wearing more than one 
hat its very much appreciated Thank you 

Jackie Ahearn 

 

  



Richmondshire Division Report 

⭐ Division Highlights 

• Thinking Day was a Division-wide celebration 
with all units represented, exploring World 
Centres and reflecting on our global Guiding 
sisterhood. 

• Brownie units proudly represented 
Girlguiding in the Richmond Meet Parade in 
May — a visible, valued presence in the 
community. 

• Richmond Guides attended Railway Camp — 
a first residential camp for the entire Guide 
unit, a landmark adventure and a milestone 
to celebrate. 

• Catterick Garrison Brownies visited Hopetown in Darlington to mark 200 years 
of the Railway — learning history through hands-on experience. 

• Members joined Sara Cox in Richmond Market Place for her Children in Need 
challenge — a memorable, atmospheric community moment for all involved. 

• The annual Division Panto trip proved as popular as ever, with most units 
attending. 

• Units visited the local Police Station, Fire Station, and Pets at 
Home, deepening ties with community services and inspiring 
young members. 
• Remembrance Services were attended in Brompton on 
Swale and Croft, honouring our commitment to community 
and national heritage. 
• Inspiring visitors came to units throughout the year: the 
Mayor, Richmond Bike Park representatives, a therapy dog, a 
beekeeper from Pure Yorkshire Honey, and an engineer 
delivering the new Engineering badge — a rich and varied 
programme. 
• The calendar was alive with celebrations: Chinese New 
Year, Pancake Day, International Women's Day, Earth Day, 
Earth Hour, and VE Day — reflecting our values of global 
citizenship and awareness. 

• Two leaders completed their Leadership Qualification in 2025 — a 
commitment to quality and a wonderful achievement to recognise. 

• An extraordinary 140 years of combined Guiding service 

 



 

Leven Division Report 

Leven Division have once again had a fun and exciting year with our 13 units 
(across 2 Districts) continuing to thrive, teaching girls lots of new skills and making 
memories. The number of young members has also increased and volunteer 
numbers have remained stable. Long service awards were awarded to Helen 
Beeforth (5 Years); Mary Brown,and Neave Hunstsman and Melissa Storey (10 
years) and Elizabeth Robinson (20 years). This year we appointed a new Division 
President Sue Patterson and are delighted that she agreed to accept the role. We 
have a wonderful leadership team across the Division who continue to work hard 
and provide fabulous opportunities for the girls in their units, with many also 
having a county role too which is a great testament of their commitment.  

Great Ayton District has had a wonderfully busy and memorable year, filled with 
crafts, badges, fun and friendship. We began with 1st and 3rd Brownies and 1st 
Guides taking part in the NEE Railway 200 Challenge launch event at Hopetown. 
Our third fundraising fashion show was another great success, thanks to the 
support of our community. 2nd Brownies enjoyed a fantastic sleepover in 
Northallerton with a day trip to York, while 1st Guides made the most of a sunny, 
movie-themed spring weekend at Holme House. 2nd Rainbows had a brilliant day 
out at Cannon Hall Farm with NEE, and 2nd Guides spent a lovely weekend in 
Ripon. All Brownie units came together for a wonderful day at Beamish for NEE 
Brownies Through Time, with the parade through the town being a particular 
highlight. Leaders shared a laughter-filled summer social with the Trefoil Guild, 
and the Rainbows, 1st and 3rd Brownies, and 1st Guides rounded off the summer 
term with a glorious evening at the beach. The new academic year began with 
2nd Guides tackling Air Trail and 1st Guides exploring York for the NEE Monopoly 
Run. As the year drew to a close, 1st Brownies enjoyed a snowy Christmas-themed 
weekend at Holme House, 1st Guides held a festive sleepover, and the Rainbows 
and 1st Brownies celebrated together at a joint Christmas party where we said a 
heartfelt thank-you and goodbye to Pauline as she retired after 20 years of 
service. Leaders also squeezed in a cheerful social at the pub, and the district 
finished the year with a trip to see Zootropolis 2.  

2025 was another exciting year for all the units in the Stokesley and Hutton Rudby 
District, from unit favourites of baking, singing and local walks to summer trips to 
the beach and playing in the river at Swainby. Lots of skills builders and interest 
badges were gained and the girls were excited to begin working on the new 
interest badges launched last summer. All members enjoyed celebrating 100 



years of the railway by completing the NEE Railway Challenge, going on the 
arranged NEE trips or attending the County Railway Camp at Holme House, with a 
large number of guides from both units, rangers and leaders, demonstrating 
District teamwork at its best. Stokesley Rainbows joined Great Ayton on a trip to 
Cannon Farm. Both Brownie units, Hutton Rudby Rainbows and Stokesley Guides 
spent time at Holme House, with Jessica Hume undertaking her holiday license. 
Hutton Rudby guides had a trip to Flamingo land, and the Rangers enjoyed a 
weekend in London, taking in the sites and doing lots of shopping! Across the units 
we enjoyed escape rooms, outside cooking, visits to LUSH and meals out. We 
raised money at Chocolate Bingo, Lent Lunch and a lovely Summer Teas event for 
the wider community. In October we held a quiz in Stokesley Town Hall to raise 
money for the Poacher International Jamboree At Christmas Stokesley Rainbows 
went to the cinema and all Stokesley District took part in the Christmas tree 
festival in the parish church.Stokesley and Hutton District currently has 116 young 
members and 26 volunteers across six units plus 27 Rangers in the Division Ranger 
unit. 

  



Hambleton Division Report 

Units across Hambleton Division have enjoyed a varied and lively year, offering 
girls opportunities to explore, learn, and take part in their communities. 

Thrisk Guides spent a fantastic summer camp at Barneybeck, while Brownies 
welcomed Yorkshire Air Ambulance for their Charities badge. Many units enjoyed 
outdoor adventures including bug hunts, park trails, and toasting marshmallows. 
Indoors, girls got creative with marble runs, baking, and even learned songs in 
Makaton. Across the Division we had a number of girls complete their section Gold 
Award. 

A highlight Galtres Rainbows was visiting the local Bird of Prey Centre, meeting 
owlets and kookaburra fledglings and experiencing birds flying silently overhead. 

Last summer we also organised a bus for a large number of Brownies to join the 
Region event at Beamish, which was a fantastic day out for everyone. 

Across the Division, girls and leaders proudly attended Remembrance parades in 
Thirsk and Easingwold, as well as VE80 commemorations. We also enjoyed a 
Division takeover of the Ritz Cinema in Thirsk to see Zootropolis 2. 

Finally, although recruiting new adult volunteers continues to be a challenge, we 
are delighted to have welcomed several fantastic new volunteers who have 
joined our already amazing team. A number of existing volunteers are also close 
to completing their Leadership Qualification, further strengthening the Division for 
the year ahead. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



County Commissioner 2025 Report for  North Yorkshire North East Trefoil Guild 

Good afternoon, and thank you for inviting me to represent Girlguiding North 
Yorkshire North East. I’m excited to share what has been a truly fantastic year for 
Girlguiding North Yorkshire North East. Our county continues to thrive, with over 
1,650 young members and 430 volunteers across 130 units. That strength is down 
to all our amazing volunteers — everyone plays a part in keeping Guiding strong 
and full of opportunity. 

Throughout 2025, we had the privilege of visiting Division annual reviews, unit 
meetings, and regional events. Everywhere we went, we saw the same thing: 
Guiding in NYNE is buzzing with energy. We presented awards, welcomed new 
volunteers, and even had the joy of pinning promise badges on our young 
members. If anyone ever wonders whether Guiding is alive and well in our county, 
the answer is a resounding yes. 

In March, Whitby hosted our first Leaders’ Day of the year, sessions included 
Guiding traditions, SEND and adjustment plans, unit accounts, and going away 
with training. October brought another Leaders’ Day in Pickering, sessions 
included 1st Response, safer guiding, risky business, accounts, and inclusion, both 
days were well attended. 

In May, we visited Ryedale Division at Link Camp, where it was inspiring to see 
Guiding and Scouting working together so naturally. June was all about Rainbows 
— and what a day it was! Monk Park Farm hosted one of the Region’s Rainbow 
Animal Adventures, and we were delighted to attend on behalf of the Region Chief 
team. The Rainbows were unstoppable: exploring, singing, eating ice cream, and 
showing the world that our youngest members are small but mighty. 

Four leaders from NYNE also took on the Pennine Way Challenge, walking from Tan 
Hill to Thwaites in relentless rain. In true Guiding spirit, they simply got on with it 
and loved every minute. 

July was a standout month. Over 100 Guides and Rangers came together for a 
Railway 200 celebration camp — a weekend packed with themed activities, a 
steam train ride to Goathland, a scenic walk, a silent disco, visits from Network Rail 
and the British Transport Police, and nature-friendly projects. It was a wonderful 
blend of adventure, learning, and friendship. Later that month, Stacey, Jess, Emily 
and Kirsty represented the county at the Lord-Lieutenant and Archbishop of York’s 
garden party. 



Our traditional Waddow weekend became a Leaders’ Sleepover at The Hawkhills 
in Easingwold. Fifty volunteers joined us for 24 hours of training, planning, 
challenges, and plenty of food.  

Many of our units also took part in the region’s York Monopoly Challenge in 
September, where they took part in a city-wide game. We were also delighted to 
celebrate Lizzie Myers, Rainbow Leader and District Commissioner for Ryedale 
North, who won the Young Person Award at the Kirkbymoorside Town Council 
Awards.  

Guides and Brownies from Richmond and Catterick Garrison braved a cold 
November evening to cheer on Sara Cox as she completed her marathon 
challenge for BBC Children in Need. 

As winter approached, we reviewed the use of Barneybeck. Although it has been 
used very little this year, our volunteer survey showed that people do know about 
the site and want to be more involved. We are trying to encourage greater use of 
Barneybeck, and we already have county events planned to hopefully bring new 
energy to the site. 

Holme House, meanwhile, has had an exceptionally busy year — booked for all but 
two weeks of the season. Major upgrades were completed, including a new fire 
alarm system, rewiring, new sockets, and improved heating. £5,000 of this work 
was funded through DEFRA’s Nights Under the Stars grant, with the remainder 
coming from the county property fund. The next major project is replacing the 
windows and doors, at an estimated cost of £80,000. The first phase — the new 
doors — is already completed. Fundraising will be essential to cover the window 
upgrades.  Next year see the county celebrate 50 years of Holme House.  

We’ve refreshed our county website, adding a clear “who’s who” and contact 
details for advisers, along with a new resource area for volunteers to share ideas. 
As we look ahead, our focus is simple: to support our volunteers, strengthen our 
units, and make sure every girl in North Yorkshire North East has the chance to 
experience the fun, adventure, and friendship that Guiding offers.   

Thank you to the members of the Trefoil Guild who have helped us along the way; 
making cups of tea, sharing campfire traditions, running cookouts and being a 
support to units and events.  
























	Richmondshire Division Report
	⭐ Division Highlights



